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“The biggest reforms to special educational needs for 30 years”
“This Green Paper is about all the young people in this country who are disabled, or identified as having a special educational
need…. It is about their families… It is also about their teachers, their college lecturers and the many skilled staff from the
health and social care professions…”
Michael Gove and Sarah Teather (Foreword)
Notes:
The Green Paper comprises an Executive Summary, an introduction and five chapters. The key issues (which do not correspond directly
with the headings in the paper) from each chapter are set out, with page references.
There are also 59 consultation questions, which appear throughout the document but are repeated at the end of the document.
The consultation closes on 30th June 2011
Chapter 1: Early Identification and Assessment
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Improving local strategic planning (p99)

•

The importance of early identification of complex needs (p29)

•

Speech and language therapy services (p103)

•

The role of the health visitor and other early years professionals (p30)

•

The role of the educational psychology service (p104)

•

The role of health professionals in supporting children with complex
needs (p31)

•

Collaboration between local areas (p107)

•

Local flexibility and freedom over funding (p108)

•

The importance of accessible high quality early years provision (p31)

•

A greater role for the voluntary and community sector (p109)

•

The role of Sure Start Centres in providing for disabled children (p33)

•

A national banded funding framework SEN (p110)

•

The new approach to statutory assessment: the Education Health and
Care Plan (p34)

•

Aligning pre-16 and post-16 funding (p112)

•

Introducing independence into the assessment (p37)

•

Making the assessment faster and less burdensome for parents (p39)

Chapter 2: Giving parents control
•

Developing “Early Support” Services (p42)

•

Telling parents what support is available to them locally (p44)

•

Personalised funding: what will it mean for parents (p47)

•

Giving parents a choice of school (p51)

•

Provision of short breaks for carers and children (p53)

•

The role of mediation in resolving disagreements (p54)
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Chapter 3: Learning and achieving
•

Ensuring a supply of well-trained staff (p59)

•

The role of the SENCO in mainstream schools (p63)

•

“Achievement for All” – developing a quality mark(p64)

•

Making schools accountable to parents (p67)

•

Developing a new single school-based SEN category (p68)

•

Difficult behaviour in schools and support in dealing with it (p69)

•

Academy status for special schools: establishing special free schools
(p74)

•

Using special schools to support mainstream schools (p75) Chapter 4:
Preparing for adulthood

•

Meeting the needs of young people with SEN: sustaining support from
16-25 (p82)

•

Participation in education and training post-16 (p84)

•

Employment opportunities: the use of internships and job coaches
(p87)

•

Supporting the transition to adult health services (p88)

•

Support for independent living (p90)

Chapter 5: Services working together for families.
•

The role of local authorities and health services (p95)

•

The role of central government (p96)
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